Year 8 Geography Knowledge Organiser — Plate Tectonics

1 Volcano A mountain or hill, often cone shaped, through which lava, ash and gases may be ejected

2 Earthquake A sudden movement within the earth’s crust usually close to a plate boundary

3 Convention current This causes the plates to move. Radioactive decay in the core causes heat to rise through the
mantle and pull plates apart.

4 Plate tectonics Processes that affect the structure of the earth — volcanoes and earthquakes

5 Lahar A destructive mudflow caused by volcanic eruptions

6 Epicentre The point on the earth’s surface that is directly above the start of an earthquake (above the
focus)

7 Focus The location where an earthquake begins

8 Constructive boundary Where 2 tectonic plates are moving apart. This creates shield volcanoes and mid-ocean ridges

9 Destructive boundary Two plates that are moving towards each other. This causes volcanoes and earthquakes

10 Passive or conservative | Where two plates are sliding past one another, or moving in the same direction at different

boundary speeds. This causes mostly earthquakes

11 Active volcano A volcano that has had at least one eruption in the past 10,000 years

12 Dormant volcano A volcano that is not erupting but may do again

13 Extinct volcano A volcano that is no longer active and is not due to erupt again

14 Natural hazard A natural process which could cause death, injury or disruption to humans, or destroy property
and possessions

15 Richter scale A way of showing the intensity (strength) of an earthquake. Numbers 1-10 are givenon a

logarithmic scale (in powers of 10)
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16 Crust Outer most layer of the earth made of rock — split into tectonic plates (oceanic and continental
crust)

17 Mantle The thickest layer of the earth. Made from molten (liquid) rock

18 Outer core Second thickest layer of the earth. Made from molten metal (iron and nickel)

19 Inner core Inner most layer of the earth — made of solid metal — due to the pressure around it

20 Continental crust Thick (30-50km). Less dense, made of rocks such as granite. Makes up the land masses

21 Oceanic crust Thinner (5-10km). More dense, made up of rocks such as basalt. Mostly found under the oceans

22 Plate boundary or margin The place where two plates meet

23 Composite cone volcano Steep, cone shaped volcanoes made up of layers of ash and viscous (sticky lava). Found at
destructive plate boundaries. Volcanoes are of an explosive nature e.g. Mt St Helens

24 Shield volcano Flatter, wider volcano found at constructive plate margins, made up of runny lava with less silica.
Volcanoes with a less explosive nature e.g. Mauna Loa

25 Immediate response How people deal with a hazard straight away e.g. rescue teams to pull out survivors, first aid

26 Long term response How people deal with the event later on — dealing with things that will take a long time to tackle
e.g. rebuilding homes, creating a hazard plan for future hazards

27 Primary effect A direct effect of the event e.g. buildings collapse

28 Secondary effect An indirect effect of the event e.g. a tsunami, landslide, fires or diseases

29 HIC High Income Country (wealthy country with high standard or living, access to health care and
longer life expectancy)

30 LIC Low Income Country (poorer country with lower standard of living, poor access to health care

and shorter life expectancy)




